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Throughout the first three quarters of 2015, 30%
of all new electric generating capacity 

brought on-line in the U.S. came from solar.

National Trends and Outlook

Solar Market Insight 2015 Q3 and  US Wind Market Industry 2015 Q3 Market Report

The 3.6 GW of installed wind in the first 

three quarters of 2015 more than 

doubles the capacity installed in the first 

three quarters of 2014.



Renewable Energy Job Trends

Renewable EnergyWorld.com

thesolarfoundation.org 

“U.S. solar industry added some 35,000 

jobs in 2015 alone.”

Median wage for: 

● Solar installer - $21/hour 

● solar designer - $27/hour 

● sales, marketing and customer service 

professionals- $29/hour



Solar Job Trends



North Carolina – At A Glance

• 2nd in PV capacity installed in 2015

• NC added 3,159 clean energy 

jobs in 2015 (A 14% increase from 
2014!)

Courtesy: Solar Energy Industries Association 



What does this look like 

in North Carolina?



Energy Efficiency Jobs

– 438 Openings as of 9/28/2016
Let’s take a look: http://jobs.monster.com/search/?q=energy%20efficiency&where=North%20Carolina

http://jobs.monster.com/search/?q=energy efficiency&where=North Carolina


Solar Jobs as of 

9/28/2016 = 145 Jobs 

Found
Let’s take a look: 

http://jobs.monster.com/search/?q=s

olar&where=North-Carolina

http://jobs.monster.com/search/?q=solar&where=North-Carolina


What do employers look for?

• The Basics 

• Experience and/or Skill
i.e. sales,  construction, electrical  

• Credentials
– Professional license (Electrical), BPI, RESNET, 

NABCEP, Associates degree, Engineering, 



How to get the Credentials?

• Community College programs

• Certificate Programs

• Take our courses!

Graduates of the Renewable Energy 

Technologies Diploma Series with the rest of the 

Operations and Maintenance for PV Systems 

class.



NCSU –Continuing Ed Classes
(Clean Energy)

• Renewable Energy Technologies Diploma Series

• Facilities Engineering Management Diploma

• Energy Management Diploma 



Thank you!

Lyra Rakusin

Lyra_Rakusin@ncsu.edu

919-624-3061
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