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	On Thursday, January 13, 2011 the Economic Development Board gathered at the North Carolina Biotechnology Center, 15 T.W. Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 for a meeting hosted by Mayor Allen Joines, Chairman and Norris Tolson, President and CEO of NC Biotechnology Center.	

After a brief business session, the Board and guests met for committee meetings to address objectives and action items of the implementation plan.  The committees that met were: Small Business and Access to Capital; Economic Development Targeting; Infrastructure and Regional Development; & Taxes and Incentives.
 
The Board and guests then met in the main board room where Chairman Joines called the January 13, 2011 meeting of the Economic Development Board meeting to order at 11:00am.  Norris Tolson, President and CEO, NC Biotechnology Center gave welcoming remarks as well as an overview of the biotechnology industry.  

Secretary Crisco provided the Board with an update on Commerce activities and metrics.  Sec. Crisco also discussed various project announcements, NC rankings, the recent changes in the General Assembly as a result of the November elections and encouraged all Board members to continue to reach out to the new leadership in the General Assembly.  He also described changes in leadership in the Southeast US with 8 new Secretaries of Commerce in this area of the country.  Deputy Secretary Carroll provided an overview of Commerce activity in further detail and with the assistance of Susan Fleetwood, provided a detailed presentation of Commerce’s 2010 B&I results.  Mr. Carroll informed the group that this data will be presented to a joint legislative committee.  There was also a brief discussion on efforts to bridge the disconnect between the economic development community and new General Assembly leadership.  Board members and guests once again stressed the need for communication and advocacy.

Don Hobart, Chief Advisor for Business and Economic Development to Governor Perdue, provided an update on the Governor’s priorities including the consolidation of state government to create efficiency, synergy and cut costs.  The three principal areas of consolidation are: public safety (Corrections, Juvenile Justice, Crime Control & Public Safety); state administrative services (ITS, Administration and OSP) and Commerce- the Employment Security Commission (ESC).  This proposed consolidation will be a platform for cost savings and increased efficiencies.   Mr. Hobart also outlined the governor’s regulation review process which is three fold: soliciting public input on current governmental rules, internal agency review of rules and a halt to generating new rules and regulations.

Chairman Joines then opened the floor for discussion.  Various points were made including building a legislative agenda, job creation and preserving economic development tools (tax credits, JDIG, One NC, etc...)  The members stressed the importance of remaining competitive in the current climate, helping existing business create and retain jobs.  An overview of the Capital Access Program was provided.  Chairman Joines announced the meeting schedule for the remainder of 2011.

The next meeting of the Economic Development Board will be April 14-15, 2011 in Greensboro.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:40pm.
   


image1.wmf

